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 Telineelapuram bird sanctuary was recognised as globally Important Bird 

Area (IBA) by Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and Birdlife 

International.It is located in Telineelapuram village near Tekkali Mandal of 

Srikakulam district in Andhra Pradesh. Survey was conducted from January 

2015 to December 2016 to measure avian diversity in this sanctuary and its 

wetland vicinity. The Telineelapuram wetland is a winter home to a large 

number of migratory birds and also provides numerous wetland services to 

thousands people in the surrounding villages. The objective of the study was 

to identify the avian diversity in the sanctuary and its surroundings. Data was 

collected by direct census method. In total 132 bird species belonging to 42 

families were recorded. It is an important foraging ground for nearly 650 

spot billed pelicans and 1000 painted storks for every year and plays a major 

role in the sustainability of the bird population. Researchers of Andhra 

University found that the migratory movement of birds was first noticed over 

twenty years ago, when the number of birds exceeded 10,000. At present, the 

figure has been reduced to about 3500. Main threats identified to survival of 

birds were habitat degradation, pesticide usage and illegal hunting. The 

species richness and composition are important parameters for stability and 

functioning of an ecosystem, therefore, there is an urgent need to conserve 

the biodiversity of the sanctuary and its surrounding area. Any qualitative or 

quantitative changes in the wetland area will adversely affect the survival of 

these ‘Near threatened’ bird species. The conservation of habitats and 

threatened and endangered species is largely governed by the provisions of 

the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
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Introduction: 

The Republic of India with a geographical land 

area of 32,87,263 sq. km. (Anon. 2015), ranks among 

the top ten countries in the world in terms of most 

number of bird species (Lepage 2016); covering 2.2% 

of the world’s terrestrial landmass, India is known to 

harbour about 12.5% of its avifauna. This spectacular 

diversity is believed to have arisen from multiple 

factors that include its unique biogeographical, and 

ecological history, its heterogeneity of physical 

features, and a high degree of eco-climatic variations 

ranging from tropical to temperate. Given this avifaunal 

richness, and the fact that scientific Indian ornithology 

goes back three centuries, it may surprise many that the 

total number of bird species recorded from India is still 

a matter of conjecture, often drawn from regional 

ornithological. 

Wetlands are widely recognized as fragile 

ecosystems with diverse attributes including distinct 

avifauna (Burger, 1985). Wetlands have many 

ecological roles and are of importance to birds (Gill, 

1994). Wetlands are highly important because they 
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serve as critical breeding, staging and wintering 

grounds for wide array of globally important bird 

species (Kristen and Brander, 2004). It has been 

estimated that freshwater wetlands hold more than 40% 

of bird species of the entire world and 12% of all 

animal species (Zakariaet al. 2009). The species 

richness and relative abundance of birds depend upon 

wetland characteristics such as size, water level, quality 

of water, availability and distribution of food resources, 

presence of suitable roosting and nursery sites 

(Wiens,1989).Variation in habitat condition may also 

cause changes in relative abundance of bird species 

composition (Garcia et al.2007;Caziani and 

Derlindati,2000). Birds are bio-indicators as they notify 

us of certain changes occurring in our environment. 

They are among the numerous fauna that may be at risk 

by the use of Agricultural pesticides (Mineauet al. 

1990).Besides, the beauty of birds but also, particularly, 

water birds has made bird watching a very useful way 

of spending leisure and gathering revenue from both 

local and international tourists. Avian distribution and 

abundance are expected to respond seasonal changes in 

wetlands (Colwell and Dodd, 1997; Farmer and Parent, 

1997). 

Many species annually migrate great distances. 

Birds are social, communicating with visual signals, 

calls and songs and participating in such social 

behaviours as cooperative breeding and hunting, 

flocking, and mobbing of predators. The vast majority 

of bird species are socially monogamous, usually for 

one breeding season at a time, sometimes for years, but 

rarely for life. Other species have polygynous or, rarely, 

polyandrous breeding systems. Eggs are usually laid in 

a nest and incubated by the parents. Most birds have an 

extended period of parental care after hatching. Many 

species are economically important. Domesticated and 

undomesticated birds are important sources of eggs, 

meat, and feathers. Songbirds, parrots, and other 

species are popular as pets. Recreational bird watching 

is an important part of the ecotourism industry. 

Birds prominently figure throughout human 

culture. About 120–130 species have become extinct 

due to human activity since the 17th century and 

hundreds more before then. Human activity threatens 

about 1,200 bird species with extinction, though efforts 

are underway to protect them. 

Telineelapuram wetland is an important bird area 

and sanctuary located in Telineelapuram village near 

Tekkali mandal of Srikakulam district in Andhra 

Pradesh with 18
0
 34′ - 36.55″ N latitude and 84

0
 15′ 

46.35″ E longitudes.  The district Srikakulam is the 

most north-eastern and second smallest district in 

Andhra Pradesh spreading over 5837 Km
2
 of area. It 

shares boarders with Odisha state in the north, 

Vizianagaram district of in the west and south. On its 

east lies the Bay of Bengal. It is divided into 38 

Mandals under three Revenue Divisions viz. 

Srikakulam, Palakonda and Tekkali. The district can be 

distinctively divided into three zones namely i) the 

hills, ii) the midland plains, and iii) the coastal plains. 

Most of the wetlands are seen in the coastal plains, 

followed by the midland plains. The rivers, 

Vamsadhara, Nagavali, Mahendratanaya and Bahuda 

flow through the district. The river Vamsadhara, 

originating in the Eastern Ghats of Odisha state, enters 

the Srikakulam district in BhaminiMandal and flows 

into the Bay of Bengal near Kalingapatanam.  

Telineelapuram is a small village with 105 houses. 

The total population of the village is 430. The total area 

of Telineelapuram is 244 hectares.it is a paradise for 

bird lovers. Every year thousands of birds including 

painted storks and pelicans visit from Siberia and 

central Asian countries. This is one among the three 

Pelicanaries in the Andhra Pradesh. Another two are 

Nelapattu in Nellore district and Atapaka in West 

Godavari Districts. In addition, several other bird 

groups like kingfishers, raptors and some passerines are 

also ecologically dependent on this wetland. Birds 

inhabiting the sanctuary and its vegetation which 

includes 34 plants of 12 different species for their 

feeding, breeding, nesting and roosting activities. 

It plays major role in the sustainability of the bird 

population. In this village a watch tower with various 

stories has been erected by the forest department for 

convenience of birdwatchers. According to the 

residents it would be sign of luck and the day is 

considered as auspicious when the migratory birds 

arrive to this place. The confidence of these birds in the 

villagers is such that they build their nests in the trees in 

the area and live in complete harmony with the 

villagers. The natural humming of these birds give the 

music lovers a new tune with peace and heavenly visit. 

 

Image: 1. Satellite image of the Study area  

Monitoring of wetland birds provides valuable 

information on the ecological health and status of 

wetlands and can be a vital tool for developing 

awareness regarding the conservation value of the 

wetlands. The importance of local landscapes for 

conservation of avifauna can only be understood by 

knowing the structure of the bird community of that 

region. The present article provides a checklist of the 

birds in around the sanctuary. 
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Image: 2. Map showing Telineelapuram and its 

surroundings 

Materials and methods: 

Avifaunal surveys were carried out at regular 

intervals during winter, pre-monsoon, monsoon and 

post-monsoon periods of the year, inorder to cover 

migratory and resident species. According to Indian 

Meteorological Department the four climatological 

seasons in the study area are i) Winter-occurring from 

December to March. ii) Summer or pre-monsoon 

season, lasting from April to June. iii) Monsoon or 

rainy season, lasting from July to September. iv)Post-

monsoon or autumn season, lasting from October to 

November. The survey covered the Telineelapuram bird 

sanctuary and its surrounding 20 villages like Talagam, 

Vemulavada, Selagapadu and Deva Nalthada including 

Naupada swamps and Bhavanapadu wetland area etc. 

The study includes identification of both aquatic 

and terrestrial birds. Observations were made over a 

period of two years from January 2015 to December 

2016 with an aid of field binoculars (7x35 and 10x50 

m). Identification was based on standard scientific 

procedures, field identification by direct sightings; 

photographs were taken whenever feasible and possible 

by using Nikon DSLR camera with appropriate zoom 

lens. Indirect observations, signs and vocalisations were 

also recorded. Birds seen were recorded with habitat 

type, season and frequency of occurrence. Monitored 

the crepuscular period in the study area such as bird 

number, activity and factors of presence were recorded. 

Bird survey was conducted, when birds are most 

active during day from 07:00 to 10:00 hrs and from 

16:00 to 19:00 hrs. Field visits have been conducted 

weekly twice in all the seasons and habitat wise. 

Opportunistic observations were made during other 

timings and species recorded during these observations 

included in the checklist. The birdlife in the study area 

were documented by direct observations, random walks 

and opportunistic encounters following Bibbyet al. 

(1992). Identification manuals and field guides by Ali 

& Ripley, Kazmierczak (2000) and Grimmettetal., were 

used during survey. Common and scientific names of 

the birds following Grimmettet al., Mnakadan and 

Pittie were adopted. The birds were categorized as 

Resident (R), Migratory (M), Aquatic (A), Terrestrial 

(T) as per Grimmettet al.. All the birds species recorded 

during the present study were tabulated giving their 

scientific name, family, IUCN status & legal status if 

any. Abundance of the recorded species are 

documented based on the total sightings during the 

study period as common (more than 10 sightings), 

uncommon (3-5 sightings), and rare (1-2 sightings). 

The checklist of species with their status was given. 

The numbers of migratory birds are maximum during 

December and January and starts reducing from 

February onwards. 

Result and discussion: 

One hundred and thirty two species of wetland 

birds belonging to 19 orders and 42 families (vide 

checklist, Table-1have been identified and some are 

recorded photographically from the Telineelapuram 

wetland during the study period i.e. January 2015 to 

December 2016. The basic requirements of migratory 

birds in Telineelapuram are adequate food supply and 

safety which is fulfilled by this wetland as it was 

situated amidst fertile agricultural fields. The checklist 

of recorded bird species along with their abundance, 

feeding guilds, IWPA status, residential and 

conservational status is given in Table-1.  The family 

Scolopididae represented by 15 species, dominated the 

wetland bird community of the study area. Among the 

recorded species, 98 were resident, 34 were migratory 

both summer and winter.  Among the birds Black 

bellied Tern is Endagnered and  Darter, Pallied Harrier, 

Grey headed fish eagle, white Eye Pochard , Eurasian 

curlew, Asian Dowitcher, Black headed Ibis,  Spot 

billed pelican and Painted Stork are ‘Near Threatened’ 

ones, Green avadavat and Sarus crane are Vulnerable 

(Table-2). White bellied sea Eagle, Indian Peafowl and 

Eurasian Spoonbill falls under Schedule-I of IWPA 

1972. The peak of winter population of migratory birds 

was observed during the months of December and 

January. Based on the frequency of sightings, 19 

species were rare, 66 species were uncommon, and 47 

species were common. The composition of birds in 

major feeding guilds in the study area showed that the 

insectivore guild was the most common with 51 species 

followed by omnivorous 30, Piscivorous 19, predators 

16, Granivorous 7, scavengers 4, frugivorous 4 and one 

species of Nectarivorous respectively(Fig:05). The 

diversity of the wetland birds documented during the 

present study may be due to the presence of a wide 

spectrum of feeding niches. The wetland birds are in 

general heterogeneous in their feeding habits. Thus 

wetland birds exploit a variety of habitats and depend 

upon a mosaic of microhabitats for their survival. Many 

studies have demonstrated the importance of habitat 

heterogeneity in wetland bird richness and abundance. 

In the present study, irrigated agricultural fields 

surrounding the wetland, with tamarind trees and shrubs 

probably provided shelter and suitable foraging grounds 

for the wetland birds. This habitat by supporting 

different food sources like fish, crustaceans, 
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invertebrates, water plants and plankton further adds to 

the diversity of wetland birds. The population of some 

of the birds such as Black-winged Stilt and Little 

Cormorant was found to be high in winter, but a couple 

of birds observed in summer and monsoon confirmed 

their status as residents. The total no. of birds are more 

in the months of December and January nearly 4600 

birds were counted, but in the months of pre-monsoon it 

is drastically reduced to 2400. It is observed that the 

number of birds increased from pre-monsoon season to 

winter as the migratory birds are added to resident 

species in both years i.e 2015 and 2016. Surprisingly 

the no. of resident and migratory birds like pelicans and 

painted storks increased from 2015 to 2016(Fig-07). It 

is because of the ideal monsoon rains in the year 2016. 

Among the birds spotted in this study area, Darter 

Anhinga melanogaster (Birdlife International 2012a) 

and Painted Stork Mycterialeucocephala (Birdlife 

International 2012b) are Near Threatened species. 

Comb Duck, a bird species listed in Appendix II of 

CITES was also spotted in the Sanctuary. The spotting 

of these threatened bird species highlights the 

importance of Telineelapuram wetland is an important 

staging and wintering ground for wetland birds. 

The Checklist acknowledges a total of 132 species 

of birds in around the Telineelapuram sanctuary. 

Taxonomically, it covers 19 orders, 42 families, and 96 

genera, representing9.8% the near threatened, 

vulnerable and endangered species. Among the 19 

orders passerines (Order Passeriformes) form the most 

predominant group (22.7%), followed by the orders 

Charadriiformes (15.9%), Anseriformes (9.8%), 

Pelicaniformes (9%) and Accipitriformes (7.5%). 

Conclusion: 

The study area on the East Coast has become an 

ecological entity of conservation and protection of these 

‘natural ambassadors with wings’. The study 

documents the rich avifauna diversity showing the area 

still provides some potential habitats for the declining 

population of the threatened birds. Therefore, it can be 

achieved only through public participation and 

government co-operation. The study could effectively 

provide the baseline for research which could be used 

for protecting the ecological entity of the sanctuary and 

Telineelapuram wetland. 

 

 

Table: 1.Checklist along with habitat, abundance, local status, IUCN Status, feeding guild and IWPA Status of birds 

in and around Telineelapuram bird sanctuary and wetland area in Srikakulam of A.P, India.  
 

S. No 
Order/ 

Family Name 
English name Scientific name Habitat Abundance 

Local 

status 

IUCN 

Status 
Guild 

IWPA 

Status 

i.      Accipitriformes 

1 Accipitridae Black Kite Milvusmigrans T C R LC SC S IV 

2   BrahminyKite Haliastur Indus T UC R LC SC S IV 

3   
Eurasian 

MarshHarrier 
CircusAeruginosus T UC WV LC PR S IV 

4   Pied Harrier Circus Melanoleucos T UC R LC PR S IV 

5   
White-bellied 

Sea Eagle 
Haliaeetusleucogaster T C R LC PR S I 

6   
White-eyed 

Buzzard 
Butasturteesa T UC R LC PR S IV 

7   Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus T UC WV NT PR S  IV 

8   
Grey-headed 

Fish Eagle* 

Ichthyophagiaichthyaet

us 
A R R NT PR S IV 

9   
Black-

shouldered ite 
Elanuscaeruleus T UC R LC PR S IV 

10   Shikra Accipiter badius T UC R LC PR S IV 

ii.     Anseriformes 

11 Anatidae Common Teal Anascrecca A UC WV LC OM S IV 

12   
Lesser 

Whistling Teal 
Dendrocygnajavanica A C R LC OM S IV 

13   
Red-crested 

Pochard 
Nettarufina A R WV LC OM S IV 

14   Tufted Duck Aythyafuligula A UC WV LC OM S IV 

15   Comb Duck SarkidiornisMelanotos A R R LC OM S IV 

16   
White Eye 

Pochard 
Aythyanyroca A UC WV NT OM S IV 

17   
Common 

Poachard 
Aythya farina A UC WV LC OM S IV 
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18   
Eurasian 

Wigeon 
Anas Penelope A UC WV LC IN S IV 

19   Gargany Teal Anasquerquedula A UC WV LC OM S IV 

20   
Northern 

Pintail 
Anasacuta A R WV LC OM S IV 

21   
Northern 

Shoveler 
Anasclypeata A R WV LC OM S IV 

22   Gadwall Anasstrepera A R WV LC OM S IV 

23   
Bar-headed 

Goose * 
Anserindicus A R WV LC OM S IV 

iii. Apodiformes 

24 Apodidae House Swift Apusaffinis T C R LC IN S IV 

25   
Asian Palm 

Swift 
Cypsiurusbalasiensis T R R LC IN S IV 

iv. Bucerotiformes 

26 Upupidae 
Common 

Hoopoe 
Upupaepops T UC SV LC IN S IV 

v. Caprimulgiformes 

27 
Caprimulgida

e 
Indian Nightjar Caprimulgusasiaticus T C R LC IN S IV 

28   
Red-wattled 

Lapwing 
Vanellusindicus A C R LC IN S IV 

29   
Common 

Ringed Plover 
Charadriushiaticula A UC WV LC IN S IV 

30   River Lapwing Vanellusduvaucalii A UC R LC IN S IV 

31   
Yellow-wattled 

Lapwing 
Vanellusmalabaricus A C R LC IN S IV 

vi. Charadriiformes 

32 Jacanidae 
Bronze-winged 

Jacana 
Metopidiusindicus A R R LC OM S IV 

33   
Pheasant 

Tailed Jacana 

Hydrophasianuschirur

gus 
A C R LC OM S IV 

34 Laridae 
Brownheaded 

Gull 
Larusbrunnicephalus A UC WV LC PI S IV 

35   
Black-bellied 

Tern 
Sterna acuticauda A UC R END PI S IV 

36   River Tern Sterna aurantia A UC R LC PI S IV 

37 
Recurvirostrid

ae 

Blackwinged 

Stilt 

Himantopushimantopu

s 
A C R LC IN S IV 

38 Scolopacidae 
Common 

Greenshank 
Tringanebularia A UC WV LC IN S IV 

39   
Common Red 

shank 
Tringatotanus A UC WV LC IN S IV 

40   
Common 

sandpiper 
Actitishypoleucos A UC WV LC IN S IV 

41   Common Snipe Gallinagogallinago A C R LC IN S IV 

42   Kentish Plover 
Charadriusalexandrinu

s 
A UC WV LC IN S IV 

43   
Marsh 

Sandpiper 
Tringastagnatilis A UC WV LC IN S IV 

44   Pintail Snipe GallinagoStenura A UC WV LC IN S IV 

45   
Lesser Sand 

Plover 
Charadriusmongolus A UC R LC IN S IV 

46   
Spotted 

Redshank 
TringaErythropus\ A UC WV LC IN S IV 

47   
Wood 

Sandpiper 
Tringaglariola A UC WV LC IN S IV 

48   
Eurasian 

Curlew 
Numeniusarquata A UC WV NT IN S IV 

49   Asian Limnodromussemipalm A UC WV NT IN S IV 
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Dowitcher* atus 

50   
Little Ringed 

Plover 
Charadriusdubius A UC R LC IN S  IV 

51   Pied Avocet Recurvirostraavosetta A R WV LC IN S IV 

52   Wood Snipe Gallnagonemoricola A UC R LC IN S IV 

vii. Ciconiformes 

53 Ciconiidae 
Asian  

Openbill stork 
Anastomusoscitans A C R LC PR S IV 

54   Painted Stork Mycterialeucocephala A C R NT PR S IV 

viii. Columbiformes 

55 Columbidae Rock Pigeon Columba livia T C R LC GR S IV 

56   Spotted Dove StreptopeliaChinensis T UC R LC GR S IV 

57   
Red Collared 

Dove 

Streptopeliatranquebar

ica 
T UC R LC GR S IV 

ix. Coraciiformes 

58 Alcedinidae 
Blue-eared 

Kingfisher 
Alcedomeninting A C R LC IN S IV 

59   
Common 

kingfisher 
Auclcedoattis A C R LC PI S IV 

60   
Pied 

Kingfisher 
Cerylerudis A UC R LC PI S IV 

61   
White-breasted 

Kingfisher 
Halcyon smyrnensis A C R LC PI S IV 

62 Coraciidae Indian Roller Coraciasbenghalensis T C R LC IN S IV 

63 Meropidae 
Blue-

tailedBee-eater 
Meropsphilippinus T UC R LC IN S IV 

64   
Small Green 

Bee-eater 
Meropsorientalis T C R LC IN S IV 

x. Cuculiformes 

65 Cuculidae Asian Koel Eudynamysscolopacea T C R LC FR S IV 

66   Indian Cuckoo Cuculusmicropterus T UC R LC IN S IV 

67   Greater Coucal Centropussinensis T C R LC IN S IV 

xi. Falconiformes 

68 Falconidae 
Peregrine 

Falcon* 
Falco peregrinus T R R LC PR S IV 

xii. Galliformes 

69 Phasianidae Indian Peafowl Pavocristatus T C R LC OM S I 

70   
Grey 

Junglefowl 
Gallus sonneratii T UC R LC OM S IV 

 xiii. Gruiformes 

71 Gruidae Sarus Crane* Grusantigone T UC R VU OM S IV 

72   
Common 

Crane* 
Grusgrus T R WV LC OM S  IV 

73 Rallidae Common Coot Fulicaatra A C R LC OM S IV 

74   
Common 

Moorhen 
Gallinulachloropus A C R LC OM S IV 

75   
Purple Swamp 

hen 
Porphyrioporphyrio A UC R LC OM S IV 

76   
White-breasted 

Waterhen 

Amaurornisphoenicuru

s 
A C R LC IN S IV 

77   Brown Crake* Amaluromisakool A R R LC OM S IV 

78   Watercock Gallicrexcinerea A UC R LC PI S IV 

xiv. Passeriformes 

79 Alaudidae Common GalaridaCristata T R R LC IN S IV 
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crested lark 

80   Bush lark MirafraAssamica T R R LC IN S IV 

81   
Common 

crested lark 
Galeridacristata T UC R LC IN S IV 

82 Corvidae House Crow Corvussplendens T C R LC SC S IV 

83   Jungle Crow Corvusmacrorhynchos T C R LC SC S IV 

84 Dicruridae Ashy Drongo DicrurusLeucophaeus T C R LC IN S IV 

85   Black Drongo Dicrurusmacrocercus T C R LC IN S IV 

86   

Greater 

Racket-tailed 

Drongo 

Dicruruspardiseus T UC R LC IN S IV 

87 Estrildidae 
Green 

Avadavat 
Amandavaformosa T UC R VU GR S IV 

88   
Indian 

Silverbill 
Lonchuramalabarica T UC R LC GR S IV 

89 Leiothrichidae 
White-headed 

Babbler 
Turdoidesaffinis T UC R LC IN S IV 

90   
Common 

Babbler 
Turdoidescaudatus T C R LC OM S IV 

91   Jungle Babbler Turdoidesstriatus T UC R LC IN S IV 

92 Motacillidae CitrineWagtail Motacillacitreolac T UC WV LC IN S IV 

93   
Paddyfield 

Pipit 
Anthusrufulus T C R LC IN S IV 

94   
Yellow 

Wagtail 
Motacillaflava T UC WV LC IN S IV 

95 Muscicapidae Indian Robin Saxicoloidesfulicata T C R LC IN S IV 

96   
Indian Blue 

Robin 
Lusciniabrunnea T UC R LC IN S IV 

97 Nectariniidae Purple Sunbird Nectariniaasiatica T UC R LC NE S IV 

98 Oriolidae 
Eurasian 

Golden Oriole 
Oriolusoriolus T UC SV LC OM S IV 

99   
Black-hooded 

Oriole 
Oriolusxanthornus T UC R LC OM S IV 

100 Passeridae House Sparrow Passer domesticus T R C LC GR S IV 

101 Pittidae Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura T UC R LC IN S IV 

102 Ploceidae BayaWeaver Ploceusphilippinus T UC R LC GR S IV 

103 Pycnonotidae 
Red-vented 

Bulbul 
Pycnonotuscafer T UC R LC IN S  IV 

104 Sturnidae 
Common 

Myna 
Acridotherestristis T C R LC OM S IV 

105   Jungle Myna Acridotheresfuscus T C R LC OM S IV 

106   
Asian Pied 

Starling 
Sturnus contra T R R LC OM S IV 

107   Rosy Starling Sturnusroseus T R WV LC FR S IV 

108   
Brahminy 

Starling* 
Sturnuspagodarum T R R LC OM S IV 

xv. Pelecaniformes 

109 Pelecanidae 
Spot-billed 

Pelican 
Pelecanusphilippensis A UC R NT PI S IV 

110 Ardeidae Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis A C R LC IN S IV 

111   Grey Heron Ardeacinerea A C R LC PI S IV 

112   
Indian Pond 

Heron 
Ardeolagrayii A C R LC PI S IV 

113   Little Egret Egrettagarzetta A C R LC IN S IV 

114   Little Heron Butoridesstriata A C R LC PI S IV 

115   Purple Heron Ardeapurpurea A C R LC PI S IV 
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116   Greater Egret Casmerodiusalbus A C R LC IN S IV 

117   
Intermediate 

Egret 
Mesophoyxintermedia A C R LC IN S IV 

118   Yellow Bittern Ixobrychussinensis A UC R LC PI S IV 

119 
Threskiornithi

dae 

BlackheadedIbi

s 

ThreskiornisMelanocep

halus 
A C R NT PR S IV 

120   
Eurasian 

Spoonbill 
PlataleaLeucorodia A UC R NT OM S I 

xvi. Podicipediforme 

121 Podicipedidae Little Grebe Tachybaptusruficollis A C R LC PI S IV 

122   
Great Crested 

Grebe* 
Podicepscristatus A UC WV LC PI S IV 

xvii. Psittaciformes 

123 Psittacidae 
Alexandrine 

Parakeet 
Psittaculaeupatria T C R LC FR S IV 

124   
Rose-ringed 

Parakeet 
Psittaculakrameri T C R LC FR S IV 

xviii. Strigiformes 

125 Strigidae 
Eurasian Eagle 

Owl 
Bubo bubo T UC R LC PR S IV 

126   Spotted owlet Athenebrama T UC R LC PR S IV 

127   Jungle Owlet Glaucidiumradiatum T UC R LC PR S IV 

128 Tytonidae Barn Owl Tyto alba T UC R LC PR S IV 

xix. Suliformes 

129 Anhingidae Darter Anhinga melanogaster A UC R NT PI S IV 

130 
Phalacrocorac

idae 

Indian 

Cormorant 

Phalacrocoraxfuscicoll

is 
A UC R LC PI S IV 

131   
Great 

Cormorant 
Phalacrocoraxcarbo A C R LC PI S IV 

132   
Little 

Cormorant 
Phalacrocoraxniger A C R LC PI S IV 

 

Where: T-Terrestrial; A-Aquatic; C-Common ; UC- Un Common; R-Rare; R-Resident; WV-Winter visitor; SV-

Summer visitor;LC-Least concern; VU-Vulnerable; EN-Endangered; NT-Near threatened; IN-Insectivorous; OM-

Omnivorous; PR-Predators; FR-Frugivorous; PI-Piscivorous; GR-Granivorous; NE-Nectarivorous; SC-Scavengers; S 

I-Schedule I; S IV-Schedule IV; IWPA-Indian Wildlife Protection Act status.  

*-Based on secondary sources. 
 

Table: 2. Threshold of Bird Population 

S.No Name of the species Scientific Name IUCN Status 

1 Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus NT 

2 Grey-headed Fish Eagle Ichthyophagiaichthyaetus NT 

3 White Eye Pochard Aythyanyroca NT 

4 Darter Anhinga melanogaster NT 

5 Painted Stork Mycterialeucocephala NT 

6 Spot-billedPelican Pelecanusphilippensis NT 

7 Green Avadavat Amandavaformosa VU 

8 Sarus Crane Grusantigone VU 

9 Black-bellied Tern Sterna acuticauda END 

10 Eurasian Curlew Numeniusarquata NT 

11 Asian Dowitcher Limnodromussemipalmatus NT 

12 Black headed Ibis Threskiornismelanocephalus NT 

13 Eurasian Spoonbill PlataleaLeucorodia NT 
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Table: 3. Schedule-I Birds of Telineelapuram Wetland 

Area 

S.No Name of the Bird Scientific Name 

01 Eurasian  Spoonbill Platalealeucorodia 

02 Indian Peafowl Pavocristatus 

03 
White-bellied  Sea 

Eagle 
Haliaeetusleucogaster 

 

Table: 4. Percentage of species composition based on 

feeding guild 

S.No Type of Guild 
No. of 

Species 

% of  

composition 

01 Insectivorous 51 38.6 

02 Omnivorous 30 22.7 

03 Frugivorous 04 3.0 

04 Predators 16 12.1 

05 Piscivorous 19 14.3 

06 Nectarivorous 01 0.7 

07 Granivorous 07 5.3 

08 Scavengers 04 3.0 

 Total 132 100 

 

Table: 5. Order wise % of Birds in Telineelapuram wetland 

Sanctuaryduring Jan-2015- Dec-16 

S.No Name of the 

Order 

No. of 

Birds 

% 

birds 

01 Accipitriformes 10 7.57 

02 Anseriformes 13 9.8 

03 Apodiformes 2 1.5 

04 Bucerotiformes 1 0.7 

05 Caprimulgiformes 5 3.7 

06 Charadriiformes 21 15.9 

07 Ciconiiformes 2 1.5 

08 Columbiformes 3 2.3 

09 Coraciiformes 7 5.3 

10 Cuculiformes 3 2.2 

11 Falconiformes 1 0.7 

12 Galliformes 2 1.5 

13 Gruiformes 8 06 

14 Passeriformes 30 22.7 

15 Pelecaniformes 12 09 

16 Podicipediformes 2 1.5 

17 Psittaciformes 2 1.5 

18 Strigiformes 4 3 

19 Suliformes 4 3 

 Total 132 100 

 

 

Fig. 1: Habitat wise bird population in  

Tlineelapuram Bird Sanctuary 

 

 

Fig. 2: Species Abundance in Telineelapuram bird 

sabctuary and its vicinity wetlands 

 

Fig. 3: Local status of avian species at  

Telineelapuram sanctuary and its vicinity 
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Fig. 4: IUCN status of birds in TBS near Tekkali, AP.  

 
Fig. 5: Food habits of 132 Birds of Telineelapuram 

 

 
Fig. 6: Family wise Percentage of Species compostion   
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Fig. 7: Month wise Abundance of birds in Telineelapuram wetland area 

 

  
  

  

Image: 3. Migratory Birds of Telineelapuram wetland& Sanctuary 
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Image: 4. Nesting’s of Pelicansand Painted storks on Prosopis and Tamarind trees 
 

  
Spotted Dove, Streptopeliachinensis Black Drango, Dicrurusmacrocercus 

  
Bronze-winged jacanaMetopidiusindicus Black kite, Milvusmigrans 

  
Rock pigeon , Columba livia Cattle egret, Bubulcus ibis 

Image: 5. Some Resident birds at the sanctuary area. 
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